OBS SERVATIONS 


AND 


2 XAMPLES 


= TO ASSIST - 
MAGISTRATES 
In Setting the ASSIZE of 


» K E A Ii 
Made of WH E AT, 
Under the Statute of the 3 iſt GROROGE II. 


TOGETHER WITH 


of diverſe Cuſtomary Buſhels to the Price 
of the MW incheſter Buthel. | 


And for Shewing the AvERAGE-PRICE of 
the Firſt, Second, and Third Sorts of WHEAT. 


Firſt Printed in 1759. 
To which is now added, 
” PREFACE to enable the Mas- 


TRATEs to make a Compariſon between the preſent 
and former Bxxzav TABLE, and explaining the diffe- 
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| ſent, to that uſed under the former Act. 


— = * 
939 7 . ”— I <7” . = —— 
3 


„„ 


LONDON: 


Printed for J. BROTHERTON, at No. 32. in 
Cornhill, 1766. 


TABLES for reducing the N 


rent Method uſed in ſetting the Ass 12 under the pre- 


> 


* 
THE 
Pp N E FA C 


T H E Magiſtrates are authoriſed by 
the Statute, to ſet the Ass1zE* and 
fix the PRICE of Bread, havin 
reſpect to the price which the Grain, Meal, 
or Flour, whereof ſuch Bread ſhall be made, 
ſhall bear in the publick Market ; making 
ſuch reaſonable Allowance to the Makers 
for their charges, labour, pains, livelihood, 
and profit, as they ſhall deem proper. 31 
G. H. Ser. 2 3 

And 


* By ſetting the Ass IZ Ek, is meant appointing 
what the weight of ſuch Loaves ſhall be, the Prices 
whereof are always the ſame ; as twelvepence, ſix- 
pence, c. | | 

+ By fixing the Price, is meant appointing for 
what ſum ſuch Loaves ſhall be ſold, the weights 
whereof are always fixed; as pecks, halfpecks, c. 

+ The leaving it to the Magiſtrates to make ſuch 
| reaſonable allowance as they ſhall deem proper, was 
highly neceſſary ; the allowance ought to be different 
in different places; and it may be very neceſſary to 
vary the allowance ſometimes in the ſame place, pro- 
vided enough is given one time with another ; as hath 

. "0% 3 been 


1V 
And the price of ſuch Grain, Meal, or 
Flour, is by Sec. 5. explained to mean that 
for which each of the ſeveral kinds, fit and 
proper to make the different ſorts of Bread, 
ſhall dena fide ſell for during the whole 
Market, and not at particular times there- 
of, or on particular contracts; by which 
words are clearly meant the Average price. 
The ſtriking ſuch Average, will in ma- 
ny caſes, and on many occaſions, be found 
very diffcult; particularly where cuſto- 
mary buſhels are uſed ; varying from the 
Statute, London, or Wincheſter buſhel, ac- 
cording to which ONLY, the AsslzE and 
PRICz are to be regulated. | 
The late ALPERMAN Dicx1NSoN, 
whoſe labours in this matter are well rey 
membered, in order to remove ſuch diffi- 
culty, to inform and aſſiſt the Magiſtrates, 
and prevent the Bakers from impoſing on 
them, not only printed and gave them the 
following Pamphlet: but alſo was at the 
trouble of printing the ſame in the London 
Chronicle of Juꝶ 17th to the 29th, 1759. 
and it is now reprinted for the ſame pur- 
wn. 


* frequently done in London, and generally with 

eat propriety. See Three Tracts on the Corn 
Trade and Laws, page 27, Sc. printed for Brotberton, 
i in Corrhilh, where this matter is * explained. 
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At the ſame time it may be proper to 
obviate a difficulty, which hath at ſeveral 
times been ſtarted, ſince the paſſing the 
ſaid Act, on comparing the table therein 
with that in the 8th of Anne, Which may 
be ſtated thus. How comes it that the 
«© preſent Bread- table is ſo conſtructed, as 
ce to raiſe the price of Bread as high 
e when Wheat is at 485. the quarter, as 
e it was by the old Bread-table when 
« Wheat is at 54s.?” To this it is an- 
ſwered, that the apparent difference in the 
two tables, for there is no real one“, ariſes 
from the words WHEATEN and Hovuse- 
HOLD in the preſent table, ſignifying very 


different forts of Bread to what they did 


in the old table. And from the different 
manner of ſetting the 4{/ize, and fixing the 
Price uſed under the preſent Act, to that 
which was uſed under the former Act. 

The Breads mentioned in the former ta- 
ble, were Whitef, Wheaten, and Houſhold ; 
the Mbeaten or middle fort, repreſen- 


ted the whole produce of the Corn, ex- 


cept 


* That is, the ſame quantity of Bread is given for 


the ſame quantity of Wheat as before, although it is 
differently divided; the JYheaten in 8th of Aune is the 
Baſis of both. | 


+ Thi Fits. and Henfold mentioned an 
Vere aflized in a very particular manner; the Baker 
| | SY | Was 


5 
cept Bran, made into Bread, whereas the 
preſent YWheaten and Hoaſhold, each repre- 


ſents only one half; and fall in, the firſt 


between the White and Wheaten ; and the 
other between the Mheaten and Honſbold 
of the former Act: And although the pre- 
ſent are ſuppoſed, and ought to be better 
than the former, yet, by the alteration of 
the method of ſetting the A//ize, and fixing 


the Price, they are intended to be, and 


in London generally are ſold nearly at the 
ſame price. : 
To give one example, the Average by 


the following table, is, as near as may be, 


one ninth of the be/? price : Ard againſt 


6s. gd. a buſhel, the 5e price, that is 545, 


the Quarter, will be ound 6s. od. g-16ths 
the Average price; therefore the Aſſize 
when the beſt Wheat is 5456. will be ſet 
under the preſent Act at 48s. the Ave- 
rage: Whereas under the former Act, it 
would have been ſet at 545. the e price, 


was to be paid for the firſt, half as much more as the 


value of the buſhel of Wheat with the allowance ; and 
for the laſt, only three fourths of the value of ſuch 
buſhel ; the laſt was unreaſonably cheap, and the firſt 


immoderately dear, and are both diſcontinued in tho 


preſent Act, except that the Magiſtrates may allow of 
penny, or twopenny white Loaves only, and then 
they are to weigh three fourths of the Wheaten 


Loaves of the ſame price, whereas they before weigh- 
ed only two thirds, 8 | 


When 
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[ vit | | : 
| When the preſent Act was drawing up, 
it was foreſeen and hinted, that the retain- 
ing the old names might occaſion ſome 
conſuſion, and that it might be better 
to call them White and Houſpold, or Brown, 
but it was not thought proper to change 
them. 3 

More examples might be given, but 


every one by the aſſiſtance of this work, 


may eaſily make the compariſon and ſatisfy 


 himfelf, 


As to the preſent method of having the 
prices of al the Wheat fold, returned to 


the Court of ArDERMEN, from which 
they find an Average, it certainly is 


more likely to prevent impoſitions than 
having only the 6e, or higheſt price re- 
turned, as heretofore ; becauſe it is much 
eaſier to give an imaginary price of, or for 
a ſmall quantity, than of, or for the whole 
quantity ſold, | | 

The reader 1s deſired to remember, that 
what 1s faid by the Alderman in the fol- 
lowing obſervations ; and alſo what is men- 
tioned by the Editor in this Preface, is not 
intended otherwiſe than to inform and aſ- 
ſiſt, not to direct, and it is hoped, may 


enable the Magiſtrates to form to them 
ſelves fome general Rules for their o.] n 


conduct, according to the fituation of the 
places where they preſide, and the circum- 
Sh ſlances 
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ſtar ces of the Markets, and value of Houſe: 
rent, Fuel, Sc. with them, and when 
they know what the Baker's expences are, 


to guard againſt his making an unreaſon- 


able profit to himſelf, and thereby oppreſ- 
ing the Poor. WE 
Nor is this meant as a defence of, but 
only to explain the preſent Table. The 
produce of the Buſbel of Wheat, in Bread, 
always was, and ever will be the fame; 
and whether the ſame is made into one 
ſort of Bread only, or divided as at pre- 


ſent, or as it was formerly, or in any other 


manner, is immaterial: It were however, 
to be wiſhed, that a word ſignifying ſome 
known quantity could be found for the 
guide of the Magiſtrates; and that the 
word Buſhel, which in different places ſig- 


nifies very different quantities, was blotted 


out: But ſuch word will not be eaſily met 


with, and it may be feared that the names - 


of Flour will not do, for although they 
convey. an idea of a certain weight, the 
quality of that ſold under each name varies 
very much. 


From the word Buſhel ſignifying ſo ma- 


ny different quantities, and the meaning o 


| 
] 


or Houſhold) is to weigh. 
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NS, 


Bread are allowed to be made of 
Wheat for Sale, viz. Wheaten and 
Houſhold; and if any Bread made of 
Wheat be inferior in quality to Wheaten 
Bread, the ſame is to be ſold at the price 
of Houſhold Bread. | | 
A Loaf of Bread called a) /b. oz. dr. 
peck (whether it be Wheaten * a © 


B: the Statute only two ſorts of 


An half-peck Loaf muſt 4 8 11 0 

weigh _ — „ 
And a quartern Loaf muſt | 9 

weigh | | 4 5 T 


In the execution of the Statute, two 


material points are left to the diſcretion 


and equity of the Magiſtrates : 


17, To aſcertain a reaſonable allowance 
to the Baker for his Charges, Labour, 
Pains; Livelihood, and Profit, WER 
2dly, From the ſeveral prices, which dif- 
ferent ſorts of Wheat bear in the Market, 
| B — 
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(2) 


to fix upon a price which may as near as 


poſſible be the Medium or Average of 
them all. 

As to the firſt, the 23 made to 
the Bakers in and: about London is generally 
18d. a buſlicl; but this is no rule for 
other parts in the Kingdom, where Houſe- 
rent, Provifions, F uel, and Labour are 


cheaper. 


And Magiſtrates, who pay a due conſi- 
deration to all theſe things, -can be under 


little difficulty in fixing on ſuch allow- 


ance, as will be equitable in regard both to 
the Public and the Baker. 

The ſecond point requires more atten- 
tion ; 

- Becauſe the Markets for Wheat are often 
ſo irregular, that Magiſtrates in fixing the 
Average-price thereof, from the returns 

made to them by the proper Officers of the 
prices of the firſt, ſecond, and third ſorts, 
according to the direction of the Statute, 
will frequently find it difficult to fatisfy even 


themſelves. 
This irregularity will be found to conſiſt 


in the quantity of Wheat brought to Mar- 


ket, being ſometimes in proportion fine, 

a . at other times in proportion coarſe ; 5 
And from thence it will ariſe in the firſt 

caſe. that the Average will riſ: too high, 


* *+ will fall too low. 
| If 


„„ | | 
the Aſſize is ſet from too low a price, 
the Baker hath not his due; and if from 
too high, the * will pay more than 
ought to be paid. | 
And the fixing the Average-price of 
Wheat, being a matter of Eq:1fy, the State 
of the Wheat- Market ſhould be always 
conſidered: and poſſibly no general rule 
can be offered that will be equitable in all 
caſes. | = 
The beſt which ſeems to occur is this. 
There being in fact, one time with an- 
other in the Markets, as much of the 
third fort of Wheat as of the firſt and ſe- 
cond ſorts together ; let that proportion 
be ſuppoſed to be brought at all times to 
Market, and then add the price cf one 
buſhel of the firſt, one of the ſecond, and 
two of the third ſort together, and divide 
the amount'by tour for the Average-price. 
Example: Suppoſe the _ 5 6 
returned to Magiſtrates be off © 6 © 
the firſt ſort per buſhel 
| of the ſecond fort o 5 6 
of the third ſort o 4 @ 


— SS =—_—_ co 


038 4 


Add the price of one buſhel | 
more of the third ſort © 5 — 8 


The Total is 1 1 6 


B 2 Which 


CT r d 


(4) 


15% divided by four, gives 


Which 


buſhel of cat. 3 
And the Average- price and the allow- 
ance to the Baker being once ſettled, are 
to be added together as thus: | N 
Suppoſe the Avcrage- price to boy 3 
as above | | 7 


5 45 


Add the allowance to the Baker 1 43 


Look for this ſum in the Aſſize-Table, 
and over-againſt it you will find the weights 
of the ſeveral Loaves, whoſe prices are 


marked at the head of the Columns. 


And in the price table look for the 
ſame ſum, and over againſt it you will 
find the ſeveral prices of the peck, half- 
peck, and quartern Loaves of each ſort 
of Bread. | 

Or ſuppoſe the allowance to the) g. d. 
Baker to be, as it is in and about 1 6 
London, per buſhel — 

And the Average- price of warns s 4 


ww :-: 
6 10 


Then 6s. 102d. is the price to be looked 
ſor in the tables, but that ſum not bein g 
1 to 


86. 44. for de Average- price of the 


uwm_ and oa OO 
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(5) 


to be found in them, it is left to the Magi. 


ſtrate's diſcretion to ſet the Aſſize either at 


65s. gd. or 75. the prices in the tables 
next above and below that ſum; and they 
ought to favour either the Public or the 
Baker, as the turn was given by them on 
ſetting the laſt Aſſize. 

But there is one exception to this rule, 
which is, if it ſhould at any time happen 


that the Aſſize ſtands at one of thoſe prices 


laſt before-mentioned: in ſuch caſe it is 
not to be altered, the Market not having 
yaried full 3d. in the price of the buſhel 
of Wheat, and the Statute directs, that i 
without there ſhall be ſuch a variation, no 
alteration in the aſſize ſhall be made. 

In many places, it being cuſtomary for 


Bakers to buy Flour of Millers or Meal- 


men, and not Wheat of Farmers, the 
Statute hath given a diſcretionary power 
to Magiſtrates to ſet the Aſſize of Bread 
when they ſhall think fit, from the price 


of Flour, in ſuch manner as ſhall be equi- 


table; and whenever they ſhall ſo do, 
the undermentioned obſervations may not 

be unworthy of their notice. 
1½, That three buſhels of Flour will 
make as much Bread as four buſhels of 
Wheat Wincheſter meaſure, and conſe- 
quently that the value of Flour is to that of 
Wheat as four to three, or that * Flour 
| 18 


4 6 
> worth as many groats per buſhel as 


Wheat is threc- pences. 
A2 2dhly, That whenever Flour ſells for a8 


many groats fer buſhel as Wheat doth 
three pences, the prices between Wheat 
and Flour correſpond as they ought. 

3dly, That an allowance to the Baker of 
4d. per buſhel on Flour is equivalent to 


34. per buſhel on Wheat, and that the 


. buſhel of Flour here meant, is en equal 
quantity or half a buſhel of each ſort of 
Wheaten and Houſhold Flour, 

4thly, Magiſtrates may find the num- 
ber of groats Flour ſells for per buſhel], 
and ſuppoſe Wheat to ſell for ſo many 
three-pences per buſhel, and ſuch three- 


pences, with the allowance made to the 


Baker on the buſhel of Wheat, being 
added together, will turn out the ſum in 
the table, from which the Afſize * 
to be ſet. 

Example: ſuppoſe Flour to ſell for 6s. 
per buſhel. | 

In 6s. are 18 groats. . 

Eighteen three-pences make $ -9 
And ſuppoſe the allowance on} 
the buſhel of Wheat to the Baker | 3 6 
to be as in London — — 

The ſaid two N amount toge- 6 
ther to _ 3 


Which 
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(7) 
Which is the price at which the Afſſize 
from the ſaid price of Flour ought to be 


ſet. 


Magiſtrates alſo, on ſetting the Alle 
from the price of Flour, may obſerve an- 
other rule, viz. | 

As the Prics of the Peck-loaf of each 
ſort of Bread, oppoſite the price of the 
buſhel of Wheat in the Aſſize-table, with _ 
the Allowance ro the Baker firſt added 


thereto, multiplied by 20, will always 


New what the Baker receives for each 
ſort of Flour, when made into Bread 
and baked : 

So the price of the Peck-Loaf of 
Wheaten or Houſhold Bread, oppofite the 
price of the buſhel of Wheat before the 
Allowance to the Baker is added, being 
multiplied by 20, will ſhew what the 
Baker ought to pay for a ſack or five 


buſhels of Wheaten or Houſhold Flour, 


if he bays the ſame in proportion to the 
Average-price of Wheat. 
And by attending to this rule, and 


comparing the price of Wheat with the 


price of Flour as returned, Magiſtrates 
may diſcover, whether the Afiize ſet by 
the price of Wheat correſponds with the 

price of Flour. 
Yet no general rule can be laid down 
for fixing the Average · price of Flour, but 
What 


( 8 
what may ſometimes (miſlead Magiſtrates, 
as Flour of the ſame denomination is not 
always and in all places of a like for goodneſs, 
and Magiſtrates cannot diſcover the quan- 
tity of each fort of Flour, which is uſed 
in the making of Bread, or the exact quan- 
tity of Bread which is made of each ſort of 
Flour, | | 
But when they know the Prices of the 
three forts of Wheat, they may at all 
times ſtrike the Average, as the propor- 
tion in quantity between each ſort of 
Wheat is the ſame one time with another. 
The Aſſize- table in the Statute of the 
8th of Anne, was only framed and calcu- 
lated for Aſſized-Bread; and before the 
Statute of the 31ſt of George II. no gene- 
ral table for priced Bread was comprized 
in any Act of Parliament; but in ſome 
places ſuch table was framed for Magi- 
ſtrates private Uſe, 5 
And in the firſt part of the table, No. 1. 
in the Statute 31ſt of George II. is a Table 
framed and calculated for Aſſized- Bread; 
and fixing the prices of the ſeveral Loa ves, 
ſhews how their ſeveral weights ſhould be 
varied, and at what each Loaf ſhould be 
weighed according to its own price, and 
the price of the buſhel of Wheat, with the 
allowance giving thereon, obſerving, as near 
| | ; as 
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(9) 
as may be, the proportion of three and four 
between Wheaten and Houſhold Bread. 
And the ſecond part of the ſaid table 
No. I. in the Statute, is a table calculated 
to aſcertain at what price the peck, half- 


peck and quartern Loaves reſpectively of 


Wheaten and Houſhold Bread ſhould al- 
ways ſell, in proportion to each other, and 
in proportion to the price of the buſhel of 
Wheat, with the allowance given there- 
S | 

And all priced Houſhold Bread is b by ſuch 
table, calculated and ordered to be ſold as 
near as may be, at one fourth leſs than 
priced Wheaten Bread. 

And the ſaid Afſize-tables in the Sta- 


tute, 3 iſt George II. were calculated and 


framed on the following ſuppoſiticns : 

1/t, That the Baker may make his Wheat- 
en and Houſhold Bread reſpectively of ſuch 
qualities, that three peck-Joaves of Wheat- 
en Bread ſhall be equal in value to four peck- 
loaves of Houſhold Bread of the ſame 
weight, or that three pound of Wheaten 
Bread ſhall ſell for as much as four pound 


of Houſhold Bread. 


24ly, That Aſſized Bread ſhall be always 
of ſuch weight, as to correſpond with the 


weight of priced Bread, as near as Fractions 
will "allow: 


6 And 


10) 

And the weight of the penny Loa, 
of Wheaten or Houſhold Bread, being 
multiplied by the pence in the peck Loaf 
of ſuch Bread, will be found to give, as 
near as may be, the weight of ſuch peck 
Loa, | 

34ly, That taking Wheat at an Average, 

One buſhel thereof Wincheſter meaſure, 
if it be ground, and the Bran be taken 
rhereout, will make three half-peck 
Loaves of Wheaten, and three half-peck 
Loaves of Houfhold Bread, or three pecks 
of Bread, each to weigh 17 1b. 692. or the 
whole three pecks together 52/6. 2 oz, 
which will yield to the Baker, the price 
paid for ſuch buſhel of Wheat, together 
with the Magiſtrates allowance thereon. 


Exam - 


- ew. K — 1 


( 1 ) 


* 
Example: ſuppoſe the Average- 6 
price of Wheat to be per buſhel. 6 
And theallowance to the Baker WW 
per baſhel — 3 
6 © 


At an Aſſize of 6s. an half-peck 
Loaf of Wheaten Bread, weight 
8/9. 11 02. is to ſell for 15. 1d. 3 ; 
Conſequently, 3 of ſuch half-)s. 4. 
peck Loaves, weight together 261. 85 + 
I O. will yield 
An half-peck Loaf of Houſhold 
Bread of the ſaid weight of 805. 
11 08. is to ſell for 10 d. 4 
And three half-peck Loaves of 8 d. 


ſuch Houſhold Bread, of the weight 2 6 
of 26 6h. 1 o. will ſell for 


6 © 


Which exactly makes up the 45s. 6d. 
paid for ſuch buſhel of Wheat, and alſo the 
Magiſtrates Allowance of 1s. 64. thereon. 

And the undermentioned TABLES and 
InsTRUCTIONs may be of uſe to Magi- 
ſtrates, who ſhall think fit to ſet the Aſſize 
of Bread within their reſpective Juriſdic- 


tions. 
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The FIRST 7s in Two PAR Ts for re- 
ducing te PRIcEs / diverſe cuſtomary 
buſh:is to the price of the Wincheſter 
buſh-l, in places where Grain is ſold by 
any of the cuſtomary buſhels mentioned in 
the ſaia Table. 


Ard PART the FIRST thereof 


Contains in column, No. 1. the price of 
the buſhc] of Coin or Grain Winchfter 
meaſure, f.om 15s. to 6s. and 94d. and in 
column, No. 2, the correſponding prices 
of diverſe cuſtomary buſh-.ls, vg. 8 Gal- 
Jons 1 Quart, 8 Gallons 2 Quarts, 8 Gal- 
9 Gallon and 10 Gallon 
buſhels, in ſhillings, pence, and fixtecath 
Parts of one penny. 


And PAR T the 8E cond | 


| Contains s in Column, No. 1. the price of 
the buſhel of Corn or Grain, Wincheſter 


\ meaſure, from 75. to 125. and 6d. and in 


column, No. 2. the correſponding prices 

of the ſame cuſtomary buſhels, as nnder 

Column, No. 2. in the former part...” 
Use, The price of the buſhel of Grain 


as ſold in the Market, either at 88.1 K., 


59. 2 W., 80. 3 C., 9 Gallon or 10 Gallon 
meaſure, being known, look for the neareſt 
price thereto (sicher under or over, paying 
no regard to the difference, which can never 


be 


E13 


be full 2d.) under the title of prices at that 


meaſure; and in column No. 1. will be 


found the price of the buſhel of Grain, 
WV-inche/tcr meaſure, to which the ſame 
conetponds, whici> is to be taken as the 
Ma ket-price, and the Aſſize is to be ſet 
from the ſame by that part of the table in 
the Statute, in which a proyiſion is made 
for fix ing the Aſſize of Bread finn the ſort of 
Grain in queſtion, whatever the ame may be. 

EXAMPLE, Suppoſe the piice of the 
buſhel of Wheat 9 Gallon meaſure to be in 
the Market 45. 94. ihe neareſt price there- 
to under 9. Gallons in part the firſt will be 
found to to be 4s. 9d. 5; and in the ſame 


line, looking to the left-hand under No. 1. 
will be alſo found 45. 24,—Or, ſuppoſe the 
price of the buſhel of W Neat 9 Gallon mea- 
ſure to be in the Market gs. gd. the neareſt 

rice thereto under g Gallons in the ſecond 
part, wil! be found to be gs. 10d. 2; and in 
the ſame line looking to the right-hand un- 
der No. 1. will be alſo found & gd. In 
the firit caſe proceed to ſet the Aſſize from 


45. 34. and in the laſt caſe from 8s. gd. as 


by the table in the Statute for Bread made 
of Wheat is ordered And procecd in like 
mannei with rcgard to all the other prices 
of cuſtomary meaſures of Wheat, and ever 

other ſort of Grain from which Bread i 1s to 


made by the Statute, 
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PART the SECON b. 
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No. 2. 8 I 
235 98 
The Correſponding PRI CES of diverſe 3 5 
Cuſtomary Buthels, containing each . 573 8 
222 3.2 
aks 
10 eee 9 Gallons, 8 G21! . 802ll. 2058. 3 Gall. 1 0. S Galls. 
: 6 | | 16 6 | 6 5 | 
Figs - paru a parts tet on ; Wag "FR" 
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( 


hen Magiſtrates are rightly informed 
what Meaſures are uſed in their reſpecti ve 
Markzts from which they ſet the Aſiæs 
of Bread, if they are not comprehend-d 
in the above AB L E, they may eaſily 
cauſe proper tables to be made, ſhew- 
ing boo the prices of ſuch meaſures cor- 
reſpond with the prices of & Gallons or 
Wincheſter meaſure; the Afi? being by 
the Statute of 3 / Go. II. at all times 
and in all places to be ſet from that mea- 


fare. 


And the TABLE on the other fide with 
the INSTRUCTIONS will ſhew what 
proportion Whiats of the firſt, ſecond, 
and third fort, or price, bear to each 
other from 1s. Gd. 70 13s, 6d, the 
buſhel Wincheſter meaſure, in order 
that the Aſſizs of Bread may be duly ſet 
from the Average or Medium - price 
thereof, 
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Where- ever the Markets are regular, 
theſe proportions will at all times be nearly 
found, And where they are not, Magi- 
| ſtrates having the price of the firſt ſort re- 


turned to them, may ſupply the other two; 


but it will be better, if poſſible, to have all 
three returned, 

And when Magiſtrates ſet an Aſſize 
from one price only, and ſupply the reſt, 
it will be neceſſary for them to take care 
that they have a return before them of the 
price of a {ſufficient quantity of ſuch ſort. 

For inſtance : Suppoſe they were to 
ſupply the want of a return of the ſecond 
and third ſorts of Wheat, from the price 
of Waeat of the firſt or beſt ſort, no 


quantity les than 60 Quarters in Cities 


and great Towns ſhould be admitted, to 
ſupply the ſeme between April and No- 
vember; becauſe deſigning perſons may 
find it worth their while, and buy a leis 
quantity at an higher price than the 
Market-price to impoſe on the Publick, 
and make gain to themſelves by keeping 
up the p:ice of Bread. And no quantity 
leſs than : quai ters ſhould be admitted 
to ſupply the ſame between November and 
April; Wheat during that period, being 

in greater plenty at Market than in the 
other period of time zbovementioned. 


And 


5 
And in the TAB L E“ following at one 
View may be found the Average or Middle- 


Price of the Firſt, Second, and Third Sorts 


of Wheat, the beſt being from 15. 6d. to 


135. 6d. the Buſhel, viz. 


* Note: This Table is framed on the rule laid down, 
page 3, that is, it ſuppoſeth one buſhel of the beſt, - 
one of the ſecond, and two of the third fort of Wheat 
always 1 in the Market. 
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( 21 ) 
h | | 16 
| 6. d. d. on 
Beſt Price. 11 o Average is 9 10 4 
1 1 ᷣ ͤ 
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It 9g —— 10 6 1 
120 —— 10 9 2 
123 — 10 11 II 
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To theſe Averages the Allowance to the 
Baker is to be added; and the Baſhel here- 
by meant is the Wincheſter Buſhel, from 
which the Table in the S:atute is calcu- 
lated. And when it happens chat the Ave- 
rage is not to be exactly found in the Table 
in the Statute, which it ſcldom will, pro- 
ceed according to the I ſtance herein before 
given in regard to 6s. 10d. à in Page the 
6th, remembering the Exception i in Page 
the 7th. 


Note: The AVERAGE by the above 

Table is always exactly 43-48th parts of 
the BEST price; that is, about 8-gths, for 
43 multiplied by nine gives 387, and 48 
multiplied by eight gives 384, ſo that 8-gths 
will do very well for common uſe, 
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